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SUBJECTS STATEMENT ON BACKFIRE W

1, AT PLENARY MEETING ON 5 AUGUST, AMBASSADOR JOHNSON PLANS

T0 HAVE GENERAL ROWNY ANSWER SOVIET ELABORATION 8F DEFINITIONS
WHICH THEY GAVE ON 29 JULY.

2, IN VIEW OF SENSITIVITY OF BACKFIRE ISSUE, REOUEST YOUR
CONCURRENCE OR COMMENTS ON THAT PORTION OF THE : 7
STATEMENT QUOTED BELOMW: :

. “A, TURNING NOW TO HEAVY BOMBERS, WE NOTE THAT THERE IS
AGREEMENT THAT COUNTING ANY FUTURE BOMBER IN THE 2400 AGGRE=-
GATE WILL BE MADE ON A CASE=BY=CASE BASIS BY COMPARING THAT
BOMBER WITH OTHER BOMBERS ALREADY INCLUDED IN THE AGGREGATE.

IT IS IMPORTANT, HOWEVER, THAT WE UNDERSTAND HOW SUCH COMPAR=
SONS WILL BE MADE, WE BELIEVE THAT THE PRINCIPAL CRITERION FQR
SUCH COMPARISONS §HOULD BE THE BOMBER'S OPERATIONAL CAPABILITY,
"AMONG THE MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENTS WHICH DETERMINE THIS CAPA=
BILITY ARE THE FACTORS OF INTERCONT INENTAL RANGE AND STRATEGICALLY
SIGNIFICANT PAYLOAD,

wB, SUCH A COMPARISON CAN BE MADE IN THE CASE 0F BACK=

FIRE, IT HAS CAPABILITIES COMPARABLE OR SUPERIQOR To THOSE OF
THE TYPES OF AIRCRAFT WHICH BOTH SIDES AGREE ARE HEAVY BOMBERS.
DATA AVAILABLE FROM PUBL1IC SOURCES REVEAL THAT BACKFIRE CAN
CARRY ABOUT THE SAME PAYLOAD AS THE BEAR AND ALMCST TWICE

THE PAYLOAD 0F THE BISON To INTERCONTINENTAL RANGES, IN A COMe
PARISON OF HIGH ALTITUDE, SUBSONIC: UNREFUELED RANGES OF BOMBERS
CARRYING NORMAL OPERATIONAL PAYLOADS, THESE SAME PUBLIC SQURCES
INDICATE THAT BACKFIRE 1S SUPERIOR IN RANGE Tp EARLY MODELS OF
THE B=52 AND THE PROPOSED 8=1 AND IS COMPARABLE IN RAMJ& TO

THE BISON,
"Cy IN HIS JULY 9 ELABORATION OF THE SOVIET POSITIONS, GENERAL
State Dept. review completed S E C‘R ET
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BELETSKY ASSERTED THAT THE U,S., POSITION ON BACK
. . _ FIRE WA
éEEigR;H2$ %TS AIR REFUELING CAPABILITY, I WOULD LIKE Tg S:isnzr
CLEAR Ths HE UsS, POSITION IS NOT DEPENDENT ON THE FACT THAT
B0 S RANGE CAN BE EXTENDED BY AIR REFUELING’ THE COM=
ARISONS 1 HAVE JUST MADE SHOW THAT BACKFIRE'S UNREFUELED RANGE

"Di¢ IF ONE CHODSES TO iCOMPARE EXTERNAL CHARACTERIST
EACKFIRE WITH THOSE OF OTHER HEAVY BOMaéRS. 1T SUSTIBEICS v
EMEMBERED THAT THE BACKFIRE IS A NEW AIRCRAFT AND NOT AN
52S$ADED VERSION OF AN OLDER SYSTEM, TECHNOLOGICAL IMPROVE=
N!NGg SUCH AS ADVANCED FUSELAGE DESIGNS, VERIABLE GEOMETRY
s LIGHTER MATERIALS, AND IMPROVED ENGINES, PERMIT THE
gE;ELOPMENT OF SMALLER BOMBERS WITH CAPABILITIES EQUAL TO OR
SERATER THAN THOSE OF OLDER DESIGN HEAVY BOMBERS CURRENTLY IN
VICE, THEREFORE, THE TREND IN FUTURE BOMBERS WILL BE TOWARD
SMALLER SIZE, FOR EXAMPLE, THE BACKFIRE IS APFROXIMATELY
S?M?Eﬁgsyr ?:éLLER AND LIGHTER IN WEIGHT THAN THE BISON, AND
SIMILARL 6_52'"8-1 IS APPROXIMATELY 20 PERCENT SMALLER/L 1GHTER
3, REGUEST REPLY BY YOUR A '
SiREay LY 8 UR CoB 4 AUGUSj,

SECRI;ET ' éfﬁ '
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